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Vocabulary 
 

 
   

 

  
an accident  a police helicopter a Florida State Trooper 

and his police dog accidents police helicopters 
 

 

 

 
a driver’s license  
driver’s licenses 

a license plate 
license plates 

a registration card 
registration cards 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
a pickup an SUV (sports utility vehicle) a truck 
pickups SUVs  trucks 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

a ticket, a citation a tag for a car a steering wheel 
tickets, citations tags  steering wheels
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Pull Over for All Police Lights and Sirens 
 

The police use many different types of cars.  Most 
of their cars say SHERIFF or STATE TROOPER or 
POLICE.  But some, like the black car in this picture, 
are unmarked.  They may not look like police cars, 
but they are.  All police cars have lights and sirens.   
 
 
 
When you are driving and hear a siren or see emergency vehicle lights, you must: 
 

1. Slow down 
 
2. Get out of the intersection 

 
3. Pull to the side of the road (move to the right) and STOP 

 
4. Wait for the police, ambulance, or fire truck to pass you or stop 

 
 
 
When you are driving and see a police car or other  
emergency vehicle by the side of the road with its  
emergency lights flashing:
 

1. Slow down   
 
2. Move over one lane away from the  
     police car (move to the left) 
 
3. Wait until you are completely by the police car 

before speeding up again 
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What to Do When the Police Stop You 
 

If you are driving and hear a siren or see lights behind 
you, pull to the side of the road.  If the police are after 
you, they will also pull to the side of the road.  They will 
park their motorcycle or car behind your car. 
 
Always do these five things if the police stop your car: 
 

1. Pull as far to the right of the road as you can. 
 

2. Put your car in PARK. 
 

3. Roll down the window and turn off the engine. 
 

4. Put both hands on the steering wheel (so 
the officer can see that you don’t have a 
gun). 

 

5. Stay in the car.  Wait for the officer to 
come to you. 

 
The officer will ask you for three things: 
 

1. Your driver’s license 
 

2. Your vehicle registration card 
 

3. Your proof of insurance card 
 
The officer will take your license and cards back to his vehicle.  He will call in your 
name, driver’s license number and license plate number.  This is to be sure you are 
not a criminal or have some other legal problem.  WAIT until the officer returns.  
Do not drive off.   
 
The police officer will ask you some questions.  Tell the truth.  Be polite. 
 
Police stop cars for many reasons.  Maybe your lights aren’t working.  Maybe you 
were going too fast.  Maybe they are looking for drunk drivers.  The police will tell 
you why they stopped you.  The police will tell you when it is OK to go.
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Traffic Tickets (Also Called Traffic Citations) 
 
In Florida, all police use the same traffic ticket.   The ticket tells where, when, and 
why you were stopped.  It also tells who stopped you and what you must do about 
the ticket.  The ticket looks something like this (not actual size, not complete): 
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What to Do If You Get a Ticket 
 

The office will fill out the ticket.  Then he will ask you to 
sign it.   
 
Before you sign the ticket, be sure your name, address, 
and other personal information is correct.  If you do not 
understand something, ASK the officer. 
 
YOU MUST SIGN THE TICKET.  (If you do not sign the ticket, the officer can 
arrest you.)  To sign the ticket is not to admit to a mistake.  It just means that 
this officer did give you this ticket at this time and place. 
 
If you get a ticket, you will have to pay a fine or go to court.  In some cases, you 
may have to go to jail. 
 
If you get a warning (about a broken light, for example), you must get the car 
fixed right away.   
 
If you must go to court, the ticket will tell when and where.  If you only have to 
pay a fine, you can pay it in several ways: 
 

• By mail (send a check or money order, but not cash) 

• In person (go to any county branch office) 

• By telephone (with a credit card) 

• Online (with a credit card) 
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Word Families from the Traffic Ticket 

 
designate reason complain cite 
designated reasonable complaint cited 
designation unreasonable complainant citation 

 
law care violate proper 
lawful careful violated properly 
unlawful careless violation improper 
   improperly 

 
suspend control insure instruct sign 
suspended controlled insured instructed signed 
suspension uncontrolled uninsured instructions signature 
 controllable insurance   
 uncontrollable    

 
 Clap the Stress 
 

 X  x  x  X  x X  x  X  x  x 
trooper complaint insurance accident 
warning unmarked completely license plate 
traffic Slow down! a ticket steering wheel 
ticket  Get out! citation  different 
highway complete unlawful ambulance 
driver’s expired suspended properly 
license  unsafe improper signature 
number return behind you  

 
 

 x  x  X  x X  x  x  x 
registration designated 
violation helicopter 
designation  
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In Case of an Accident 

If
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Uni
Cop
 you have an accident with your car, do the following: 

1. Do not drive away. 
 
2. If anyone is hurt, call 911. 

3. Move your car to the side of the road, 
if possible. 

4. Call the police. 

5. Get the following information from 
the other drivers: 

a. Full name 
b. Address 
c. Work and home phone numbers 
d. Driver’s license number and state 
e. Insurance company and policy number (from proof of insurance card) 
f. Make, model, and license plate number of vehicle 

6. If others saw the accident, ask for their names, addresses, and phone 
numbers. 

7. Draw what happened.  Draw the streets, where the cars were going, etc.  
Write down the weather conditions and the time of day.  For example: 

Keene Rd. Sunset Point Rd. 

It was sunny and dry, about 4:30 p.m. 
 

I was almost through the 
intersection when the green car 
hit the right side of my car. 
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Conversation 1 
 
 Officer: Do you know why I stopped you? 
 
 Driver:   No.  What’s the matter? 
 

Officer: Your right rear light is out. 
 
Driver:   Please say it again.  I don’t understand. 
 
Officer: The right light in back of your car is not working.  Get it fixed right 

away. 
 
 
 
Conversation 2 
 

Officer: I need to see your license, registration, and 
proof of insurance card. 

 
 Driver:   What’s the matter? 
 

Officer: You were speeding. 
 
Driver:   I don’t think so, Officer.  I was going 45. 
 
Officer: Yes, you were going 45.  But that’s a 35-mile-an-hour zone.  I’ll have 

to give you a ticket. 
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Internet Sites about Traffic Stops and Accidents 
 

There is a lot of good information on the Internet about how to stay safe on the 
highways.  Some of it is for newcomers to Florida.  Take a look at these sites: 
 
www.fhp.state.fl.us/misc/MoveOver.htm  - about the Move Over law 
 
www.hsmv.state.fl.us/html/dlnew.html -  You can download a driver license 
handbook here in either English or Spanish 
 
www.hsmv.state.fl.us/ddl/faqkeys.html - the rules for both US citizens and non-
citizens about how to get a Florida driver’s license or photo ID card 
 
www.fhp.state..fl.us/PhotoGallery/PG012304.htm - an excellent article with 
pictures: Scooter Safety a Real Concern  
 
www.pinellascounty.org - scroll down the page and click on Traffic Tickets  (left 
side) to go to information on how to pay traffic tickets online. 
 
www.chp.edu/besafe/kids/01kids_cars.php - something to print out for your kids 
on being safe in cars 
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