How to Avoid Violence in Your Community
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Vocabulary

to drink

This man is drunk.

He drank too much alcohol.
Drunk people may be dangerous.

to arrest
The police are arresting this woman.

JUST SAY NO!

is a program to help kids
stay away from alcohol and drugs.
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agun
A gun is a weapon.
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to do drugs
This man is doing drugs.
People on drugs may be dangerous.

graffiti
Gangs often mark their turf
with graffiti. Stay away from
gangs and their turf. Gangs
may be very dangerous.

a steak knife

a pocketknife

Knives can be weapons.
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More Vocabulary

a gang tattoo
This tattoo is on a boy's arm.

It tells what gang he belongs to.
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a gang symbol
Gangs often have their own
symbols and tattoos.
Stay away from people who
have gang symbols and tattoos.
They may be dangerous.
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Watch out for anger.

The person who is crushing

this can may have frouble
controlling his anger. People

who are often angry and yell or
throw things can be very dangerous.

A teenager took alcohol to
school in his backpack. Teach
children to tell a teacher if they see
knives or guns or kids drinking beer or
other alcohol.
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Everyone Needs to Help Stop Violence

Violence is everywhere. It is at home, on the street, in schools,
and at work. Everyone feels violent now and then. Many people
enjoy violent movies or TV shows now and then. But people who do
violent things to people and animals are dangerous.

If you see violence, report it. If someone in your family is violent,
help that person. Or encourage the person to get help. Use the number of
the Florida Abuse Hotline: 1-800-962-2873 to report child abuse.

It is everyone's job to help stop violence. We must all work together to keep
violence out of our communities.

Comprehension Check: Check v'the Right Answer

1. Violence happens only on streefts. ___true ___ false
2. \Violence only happens at work. ___true ___ false
3. Too much anger can cause violence. ____true ___ false
4. Sometimes there is violence in schools. ____true ___ false
5. Sometimes there is violence in families. ___ true ___ false

Clap the Stress

X x x X X X x X x x
sometimes enjoy together violence
anger police encourage families
happens arrest Pinellas animals
street gangs in schools graffiti everywhere
someone at work another teenager
many because arrested alcohol
weapon between a problem dangerous
bully tattoos a robber Florida
beat up the most my daughter pocketknife
injured the least your address handicapped
Tampa the best employee hospital
people the worst your workplace usually
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Street Gangs & Riots in Pinellas County

Street gangs are a big problem in Florida. Gangs are a BQE EAD

problem in Pinellas County, too. f[éﬁ;z”’";%
- 7-and END"

Look at the chart (below). It tells the names of some Tampa H Do)

Bay street gangs whom the police know about in three cities. Tampa is not in
Pinellas County. But Tampa is close to Pinellas County. Gangs sometimes go
out of their area. So Tampa gangs sometimes go intfo Pinellas County.

Name of Town Names of Gangs Operating There
Clearwater 39th Ave North Boys, Bellaire Boys, and
W/B-Boys
St. Petersburg 25 Street Folk and Jamestown Project Gang
Tampa Devil Boys, Jackson Height Posse, La Familia, P-Dogs, People In

Control, Pompano Boys, Port Of Tampa Gang, Righteous Gangster
Disciples, Romans Of Fowler Ave, Tampa Boyz, Town & Country
Villains, VIP, and Westside Duce

Riots are another kind of violence that Pinellas County
sometimes has. In 1996 in St. Petersburg, police stopped
a car for speeding. There was trouble between the police
and the people in the car. A man was killed. The man was
black. Many of the police were white. People in the
neighborhood got very upset. Some of them started a riot.
(A riot means many people doing violent things.) They

E ice i
started fires. They threw things. The police put on riot rigf‘;‘éii"h%?r'nﬁs'n

gear (helmets and shields). The police and the people in and shields

the community yelled at each other. There was a lot of

fighting. The rioting lasted for several days. It was terrible for the police.
It was terrible for the people in the community. It was terrible for the city
of St. Petersburg.

Comprehension Check
1. Which of the three towns has the most gangs?
2. Which town has the least gangs?
3. What is a riot?
4. Where was the 1996 riot?
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Violence in and Around Schools

Some school students are always picking on other
students. A person who does this is called a bully. A
bully usually picks on people smaller than he is. He
usually picks on people who are handicapped or
different. Some bullies pick on people of a certain color or people from a
certain country. Bullies like to fight. They like to hit and punch people.
They like to call people bad names.

Sometimes a group of students will pick on another student. On March
10,2005, five St. Petersburg high school students beat up another student.
They were all girls. Five girls beat up a 14-year-old girl during lunch. The
five kicked and punched and slapped the other girl. The injured girl had to
go to the hospital emergency room. The five girls were arrested.

The girl's mother said, “I shouldn 't have to walk around worried if my
daughter will be killed at school by students.”

You can learn more about this school fight by going to:
http://www.tampabays10.com/news/news.aspx?storyid=12453.

A School Conversation

Bully: Give me your lunch.
Other Child: No.

Bully: Give me your lunch, or T'll break your arm!
Other Child: Leave me alone!

Bully: Give it to me now! (grabs lunch away from the child)

Comprehension Checkup v

1. Which child was violent? ____the bully _____the other child
2. What did the bully steal? ___ the other child ____thelunch
3. Who is the victim? ____thebully ___the other child

4. What should the other child do?
5. What should the school do?
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Violence at Work

Sometimes violence at work happens during a robbery
or from some other outside cause. In St. Petersburg,
in November, 2004, a gunman went into a Radio Shack
and started shooting. He killed 2 people and left
another person barely alive. Then the gunman killed
himself. He may have been mentally ill.

Sometimes an employee or ex-employee gets violent.
Sometimes the person was fired, or did not get a raise. Sometimes it is a
person who is always angry and always picking a fight.

To be safe, try to stay away from people who are:
o angry all the time

yelling at other people

showing how strong they are

always wanting to fight

drunk or on drugs

carrying a knife or gun

0O 00 o0 0O

A Workplace Conversation

Worker 1: Did you hear what happened to Harry?
Worker 2: No. What?

Worker 1: He got fired last night.
Worker 2: Why?

Worker 1. He brought a gun to work.
Worker 2: Why?

Worker 1: I don't know. He was very angry about something.

Comprehension Check
1. Why did Harry get fired?
2. Does anyone bring a gun to work where you work? ____yes no

3. If someone threatens you with a gun at work, what should you do?
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How to Find Out About Crime in Your Neighborhood

1. Go to this Internet site: _http://crimetracker.tbo.com/. The page that
comes up will look about like this:

Welcome

- sk TAO vour Home
Paige

- Advedtise with us

« Wep site feedhack

Contents

Search Crime
Tracker Database

Neighborhoods
Legal Center

TBO Consumer Guide
TBO Relocation Guide

Crimetracker TBO.com
Home Page

_win one of five $1000 Gift Certificates
for home furnishings from La-Z-Boy
Fumniture Galleries of Tampa Bay!

LAgRBOY

Crirme Tracker

Web Links:

nrg& THE TAMPA TRIBUNE

+ ABT Investigative Aides
« FDLE Crime Stats
+ Dangerous Cities

Video Stories:

Ta The Grapefruit
League '

School Safety
Cancerned about school
safety? Tell us here

Amber Alerts
Sign up to receive Amber

dlerts frorm the Florida

2. Scroll down the page until you see this map:

1. Click on map for 2004 complaint data
T
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Area
Detailed

Click on Sarasota
neighborhood L
or county for —
crimetracker -
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TEO.com Map

To search for your neighborhood, click onthe
region and enter your address by clicking on the

Find A

ddress button.

3. Find about where you live on the map.
Click on it. It will show you a map of your area:

" THe *umpa Tribune

L

Reports
electthe senice call tpe
ou wantto see on this map.
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o
(3, Zoomin
2}, Zoom out

Fing Dedress

Dunedin and Safety Harbor

® arson
O assault
O burglary
7| O drugs
O larcen
Seareh by: !
Slnnr.e(:al O rmurder
\a.l‘sﬁ hhulinns O robbery
Address: ) wohicls thaft

Layer: | Streets in Finellas County v

Street:

street number, strzet name and type

1625 Union Streeq 48

A|Zone:

A |zone information

I
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cross street name and type
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http://www.tampabays10.com/

The first map will show you the 2004 arson (fire-setting) crimes in your
neighborhood.

The little red dots @
show where someone
et started a fire to hurt

sz onthis map.

opse Mews, Weather,
Sports, & Business

o T someone or destroy a

O vy building.

O drugs

= O larceny
6254 UNIOH ST,  murder .
7. ‘-1 kel O vt On this map, how many
G‘i’a‘?'u‘.’?éim | O vehicle theft . h
0y f_J arson crimes were there
e near 1625 Union Street?
S
[o— i

5. Click on other crimes. For example, here are maps showing 2004 drug
and burglary crimes around Union Street.

TEOCOM | WILA | The Tampn Thbune
Dunedin and Safety Harbor

..'._l-. FEEh

"o%

Intaractive:

O arson
O assault

© burglary

@ drugs

O larceny

O murder

O robbery

O wehicle theft

3 vehicle theft

Comprehension Checkup

Use the Crime Tracker maps to find out about crimes in your neighborhood.
1. Which type of crime happen most often near you?
2. Which type of crime happen least often near you?
3. Check v'the sentence below that is true for you:

a. ____ My neighborhood has more drugs than 1625 Union Streef.
b. ____ My neighborhood has less drugs than 1625 Union Street.
€. ___ My neighborhood has about the same amount of drugs as

1625 Union Street.
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How to Learn More About Street Gangs

You can learn more about street gangs—and how to protect children from
gangs—at any of these sites:

http://www.safetampa.org/tampacrime/tampagang.html -- more details
about Tampa Bay gangs

http://www.fgia.com/fags for_parents.htm -- information for parents in
question-and-answer format: What is a gang? What can parents do? Etc.

http://www.dc.state.fl.us/pub/gangs/awareness.html -- the pictures show
how some gang members dress, what their symbols look like, etc.

CREDITS: Many persons and groups helped us develop and field-test this
units. We owe a special thanks to: Christy Richards, Administrator,
Clearwater Adult Education Center; the adult education students,
tutors, and teachers who field-tested and provided feedback; the UMCM
volunteer tutors and students who Field-tested and provided feedback;
the UMCM staff, particularly Donna C. Ratzlaff, Executive Director and
Jan Setzekorn, Director of Literacy Services, for encouragement; and
volunteer Jean Beaton, for proofreading. Without the mentoring
provided by Sandra Thursby, esteemed colleague, we could not have dared
to undertake this project.

Unless otherwise noted, all photos and clipart were provided by ART
EXPLOSION © 1995-98, Nova Development Corporation, 23801 Calabasas Rd.,
Suite 2005, Calabasas, CA 91302; websites from which screen dumps and
factual information were obtained include: http://www.safetampa.org;
http://crimetracker.tbo.com; http://www.fgia.com;
http://www.tampabaysl10.com/news/news.aspx?storyid=12453;
http://www.dc.state.fl _us/pub/gangs;
http://www._ncpc.org/cms/cms-upload/prevent/files/bully25 lo._htm

The anti-gang poster is used with permission of the Florida Gang
Investors Assn. You can find it and other posters at

www . fgia.com/Poster WIN 2003.htm. Some clipart is from
http://office._microsoft.com/clipart/default_aspx?lc=en-us.

A special thanks also to Keith Cate of WFLA News Channel 8 and Linda
Osmundson, Executive Director of CASA, for reviewing this unit.

Unit 12. How to Avoid Violence in Your Community 10 Living in Pinellas County
Copyright © 2004-05 by Martha A. Lane UMCM Literacy Services



http://www.safetampa.org/tampacrime/tampagang.html
http://www.fgia.com/faqs_for_parents.htm
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/pub/gangs/awareness.html
http://www.safetampa.org/
http://crimetracker.tbo.com/
http://www.fgia.com/
http://www.tampabays10.com/news/news.aspx?storyid=12453
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/pub/gangs
http://www.ncpc.org/cms/cms-upload/prevent/files/bully25_lo.htm
http://www.fgia.com/Poster_WIN_2003.htm
http://office.microsoft.com/clipart/default.aspx?lc=en-us

	How to Avoid Violence in Your Community
	Vocabulary
	to drink       to do drugs
	This man is drunk.      This man is doing drugs.
	He drank too much alcohol. People on drugs may be dangerous.
	Drunk people may be dangerous.
	More Vocabulary
	Comprehension Check
	Which of the three towns has the most gangs?  __________
	Which town has the least gangs? _________
	What is a riot?  ____________________________________
	Where was the 1996 riot? _____________________________Violen




	A School Conversation
	Comprehension Checkup  (
	Violence at Work
	A Workplace Conversation





